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Presentation on Human Rights Education – the current situation from UNESCO’s point of view and remaining challenges
Thank you for inviting UNESCO to this important discussion. UNESCO has been working to promote human rights education among our Member States, as we believe that education, if it’s planned and implemented with respecting certain sets of values and principles, can be a powerful tool to transform our society into a more just, inclusive and peaceful one. A rights-based approach to education that UNESCO supports, aims at equipping learners with knowledge, skills, values, attitudes and behaviors which correspond to the evolving needs of the labor market and more broadly as an active member of the society so that they can cope with social, economic, cultural and environmental challenges. 
Member States made the commitments to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other more recent human rights instruments. However, the right of every child to enjoy equality basic education is not yet fully respected and millions of children still remain deprived of educational opportunities. As for the question of gender equality and equity, girls’ enrolment has been increasing in numbers, yet the gap remains large and girls are still subject to discrimination and violence in and out of school. Finally the values of peace, tolerance, respect, mutual understanding, democracy, non-discrimination and non-violence have not yet become the guiding principles in the teaching and learning process in many societies. One should understand that the ratification of the normative instruments is one important step to be made by Member States, and the implementation of these in order to respond to concrete problems and needs on the ground is another one.
Human rights education is education, training and information which aim to build a universal culture of human rights. It not only provides knowledge about human rights and the mechanisms that protect them, but also creates a human rights friendly environment and nurtures the skills needed to promote, defend and apply human rights in daily life. Human rights education activities should convey fundamental human rights principles, such as equality and non-discrimination, while affirming their interdependence, indivisibility and universality. Activities should be practical – relating human rights to learners’ real-life experience and enabling them to build upon human rights principles found in their own cultural context. Both what is learnt and the way in which it is learnt should reflect human rights values, encourage participation and foster a learning environment free from want and fear. 

UNESCO provides a platform of cooperation and partnership among actors committed in this complex process towards a positive change. In close coordination with other UN agencies, the Organization plays a major role in the implementation of the World Programme for Human Rights Education which provides a common framework for action based human rights principles. It aims at supporting existing initiatives and providing an incentive to develop further and consolidate this long term commitment made by the international community. It aims to promote the implementation of human rights education programmes in all sectors. The World Programme is comprised of several phases with different target groups. The first phase (2005-2009) was dedicated to the national integration of human rights education into the primary and secondary school systems. The currently on-going second phase (2010-2014) focuses on higher education, teachers and educators, civil servants, law enforcement officials and military personnel. Within this context, UNESCO continues to collaborate with diverse stakeholders including government authorities, school communities, civil society actors, universities, etc.
Now where do we stand with these efforts undertaken by diverse stakeholders for promoting human rights education and what are the major challenge and opportunities? Each country and society has its own challenges and priorities linked to its historical, socio-political and cultural contexts. Human rights education must be contextualized to develop pedagogy, materials and learning outcomes in line with each country’s needs and situation. 
We consider that educational planning and implementation to incorporate elements of peace, human rights and democracy is considered an expression of the political will for promoting these values and principles. To undertake this task, several states have made efforts to establish strategic partnerships among concerned ministries and stakeholders, namely with national human rights institutions, teachers’ unions, universities, research institutions, national associations of history teachers, religious leaders, the private sector, ombudspersons and municipalities. In many countries, the role of NGOs in this endeavor is often highlighted. The NGOs can join the debates on educational matters, interact with academics and policymakers and suggest policy guidelines and materials.   
Countries mentioned a wide range of key themes addressed in their respective educational plans, related to: existing human rights frameworks, mechanisms and institutions; the learner’s everyday life, including religious issues, racism, discrimination, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, Holocaust remembrance, apartheid, slavery, intolerance towards Muslims, violence in schools, HIV and AIDS, and sustainable development; and moral and ethical values relating to, for example, fairness, justice, responsibility, democracy, dialogue, solidarity, tolerance, non-violence, respect, membership, equity, peace, human dignity, etc. Intercultural education has become an important part of education objectives in many countries. 

In general, human rights education is integrated as a single subject and/or as a cross-curricular subject. For example, related components are integrated in civic education, life skills education, religious education and studies, moral and ethics education, language classes, sociology, history and social and human studies as well as in mathematics and life sciences. Diverse teaching methods are used in schools, including group work, collective research and brainstorming, debate and discussion, role play and simulations, etc. A number of countries mentioned their work with the UNESCO Associated Schools Project Network (ASPnet). Associated Schools are often considered a laboratory for ideas and action and are an excellent platform for sharing. The role of higher education, including the UNESCO Chairs, is considered essential in research, capacity-building and informing educational policy and content. In many countries, components related to human rights education are integrated in educational programmes for primary and secondary levels, professional and vocational schools as well as at the early childhood level.
Obstacles and continuing challenges

Education for peace, human rights and democracy should ideally be integrated in all spheres and at all stages of education. However, experiences point to difficulties in achieving this due to limited financial and human resources as well as capacity and the lack of clearly defined tasks among the different levels of policy-making. It is also important to develop leadership to strongly promote human rights education. 
Several countries raised obstacles concerning insufficient pre-service and in-service training as well as the lack of clear guidelines and relevant materials for teachers and school personnel, including managers and administrators at the local level. Teachers are also often overwhelmed by the diverse demands put on them. In regards to the curriculum, it was pointed out that it is often overloaded and not always updated. A lack of culturally relevant educational materials was also mentioned. Teachers appreciate practical materials ready for use in their classrooms.
Suggestions for future action 

Effective implementation of education in this area requires a holistic approach that takes into consideration the curriculum, teaching materials, teacher training, teaching methods and the school environment. 
Parents and community based actors must be further engaged in jointly promoting human rights in order to build and strengthen a human rights culture throughout the education system. A change in the mindsets of societies is necessary for the full respect of everyone’s rights. Closer cooperation with civil society actors at the community level as well as media professionals is important in this regard. Here I would add the new media including social networking tool.

The role of research and higher education was underlined with the following suggestions: development of methods to measure the impact of human rights education, serving to ensure sustainability through well-planned follow-up; further development of university degree programmes specialized in human rights education; and better coordination of the various stakeholders involved in human rights education research and action.
I would like to finish my intervention with posing some of the key questions that I would propose for our reflection: 

· How to make HRE a reality through an efficient partnership at the community level (with concerned decision making bodies, NGOs, educators, teacher training institutions, research institutions, police, municipalities, etc.)
· How can HRE in non-formal education benefit formal education, and vice versa?
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